The editorial in the January 2019 issue of Tropical Doctor 1 highlights a most ominous tendency not just limited to Syria. We report deliberate attacks on medical personnel in Sudan.
The targeting of doctors by the government of Sudan (GoS) has long been policy and is not an isolated incident. On 21 April 1990, a few months after Omar alBashir's coup d'e´tat, Dr. Ali Fadul Ahmed was killed after being subjected to torture after spending 52 days in the infamous 'Ghost House', where the National Intelligence and Security Service (NISS) interrogates its victims. His death certificate was issued minutes after his transfer from there to the Omdurman Military Hospital; the cause of death was deemed to be due to malaria! His family asked for the body (for traditional funeral rites), although their intention was to obtain an independent post-mortem examination. Despite huge pressure to proceed directly with the burial process, the family managed to get an unbiased report, which stated that the cause of death was 'a severe cerebral haemorrhage caused by being hit by a sharp and stiff object'. 2 Dr. Ali was targeted as he had protested against new government rules which proscribed treatment of people deemed to be enemies of the government. He was actively involved in strikes organised by the doctors' union. 3 Further investigations into his death was blocked by the attorney general and vetoed by Bashir's leading revolutionary council.
Since the start of recent civil unrest in Sudan in December 2018, medical doctors have been at the receiving end of police brutality through being witnesses of government brutality, by virtue of their having had to care for victims of the use of live ammunition and brutal assault by police and NISS agents. The documentation of these atrocities and violations of human rights are not welcomed by the regime.
More than 50 people have been reported killed recently, among whom are Dr. Babiker Abdel Hamid, a junior doctor, and Mahjoub Eltaj, a medical student. Several hundred are currently being detained in insalubrious conditions.
On 4 March 2009, war crimes and crimes against humanity led to the indictment of the sitting president, Omar Al-Bashir, by the International Criminal Court for genocide in Darfur (which is still ongoing), where the death toll reached over 300,000. 4 The results of Bashir's genocidal campaign in Darfur has produced up to 4 million internally displaced people (IDP), now residing in camps with approximately 2.5 million refugees in neighbouring countries (Chad, Central African Republic and South Sudan, in particular). These IDP camps are deliberately targeted regularly by government forces, because they are evidence to what has happened in the region. Consequently, the government aims to disrupt them totally and make them inhabitable by blocking food supplies and preventing medical personal from entering the camps. A number of doctors (five in 2009 and two in 2017) were reported missing from Kalma IDP camp in south Nyala. Eye witnesses from the camp said in July 2017 that the doctors were kidnapped by pro-government militias. The doctors had been treating people injured by police and NISS personnel after Kalma IDP camp's refusal to welcome Bashir. 5 Subsequently, a medical team from Nyala, the capital of South Darfur, went to treat the injured, only to be kidnapped themselves. Their whereabouts and fate are still not known.
In Darfur, genocide still continues, as it does in other regions (Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile) where the GoS has waged war against its own people.
Note
The Darfur Union in the United Kingdom is a civil society organisation that aims to promote the just case of Darfur by raising awareness of the humanitarian aspect of the case, as well as celebrating the cultural diversity of the region.
We also work towards the important task of achieving unification of our people's voices in the diaspora and mobilisation of our people to raise awareness of the Darfur issue. We collaborate with multiple NGOs and sister Sudanese organisations to build a platform for a peaceful Sudan.
